
More than 70% of health spending across OECD 

countries is funded from public sources 

Figure 1: Health expenditure from public sources as share of total health spending, 2017 (or nearest year) 

 

Note: 1. Public is calculated using spending by government schemes and social health insurance schemes; 2. Public is calculated using 
spending by government schemes, social health insurance and compulsory private insurance. 
Source: OECD Health Statistics 2019. 

Public funding of health can differ substantially 

from spending by compulsory schemes  



Figure 2. Share of total expenditure through government and compulsory financing schemes  

compared to the share from public sources, 2017 (or nearest year) 

 

 

Source: OECD Health Statistics 2019. 



Figure 3. Relationship between financing schemes and revenues of financing schemes 

Source: Author’s compilation based on SHA 2011. 

Public funding of health accounts for 15% of 

total government spending  

Figure 4. Health expenditure from public sources as a share of total government expenditure,  

2017 (or nearest year) 

1. Public is calculated using spending by government schemes and social health insurance schemes. 
2. Public is calculated using spending by government schemes, social health insurance and compulsory private insurance  
Total government expenditure includes spending by social security. 

Source: OECD Health Statistics 2019. 



The share of public funding changed little over 

time across OECD countries  

Figure 5. Share of public funding in total health expenditure, selected countries, 2005-17 

Source: OECD Health Statistics 2019. 
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